
September 26, 2016 

Dear Parishioner, 

Our Lady of Refuge Parish 
3725 Erie Drive Orchard Lake, Ml 48324 

682-0920 

Founded 
1941 

I see this letter as an opportunity to update you on the state of our parish and where we are 
going as I invite you to participate in our offertory increase program. Our most important 
goal is the spiritual. All of our efforts as parish staff, parish council/commission leaders and 
volunteers is to enhance our faith by providing enriching worship opportunities, a solid 
religious education program, a very viable school and outreach through Christian Service 
activities. We will continue to do these things with the Lord's help. 

We are able to accomplish these goals because our parish has provided the facilities that 
are needed. We want to keep the momentum going and that is why I am asking you to 
support our offertory increase program. It is because of your gracious generosity that we 
have accomplished so much. Most of you are aware of what was done as a result of our 
very successful Changing Lives Together effort in 2011. We paid off our debt, renovated the 
parking lot, did landscaping and fencing work, replaced many windows on campus, started a 
Stephen Ministry and now are completing the renovation of our social hall kitchen. 

The purpose of this offertory increase program is twofold. First, with so many buildings on 
our campus, there is need for more funds to do ongoing maintenance as well as to do 
preventative maintenance so things do not breakdown. For example, when the air 
conditioning unit in the church went down last June, it cost $26,026.00 to repair. 
Maintenance items that come to mind are the need to preserve our new parking lot and roof 
repairs. Secondly, additional funds will be needed to cover the costs of some project~ like 
the remodeling of the church bathrooms, replacing the audio system in the church and social 
hall, rebuilding the entrance columns to the church and purchasing new chairs for the social 
hall. 

You will be hearing more about this program by way of announcements at the Masses in the 
weeks ahead. I am simply asking you at this time to give some thought as to how you might 
be able to raise your weekly or monthly donation to the parish. Prayerfully consider this and 
the difference your donation will make for our parish as we will see how the collective 
increase in donations will allow us to do the above. 

I will be writing to you again in about a month and will enclose a commitment card to indicate 
your offertory increase. I will also be asking you to consider utilizing electronic giving if you 
are not already taking advantage of this method of donating. Information about this is on our 
parish website. All this is to prepare ourselves for Commitment Weekend on October 29 -
30. Thank you for reading this. 

God bless you and our parish, 
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Fr. Gerald A. McEnhill 



Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is the campaign target and what does the money go towards? 
The target is to simply increase the weekend offertory collection so we can respond to 
maintenance needs and preventative maintenance concerns. Also there are a few updating 
and repair projects we need to do in the near future. 

2. Who is asked to participate in our offertory increase program? 
All members of our parish are invited to participate. The campaign seeks contributions that are 
equal in sacrifice, not necessarily equal in dollar amount. Parishioners are asked to make 
stretch gifts/donations commensurate with their ability. 

3. Why are weekly or monthly donations encouraged instead of a one-time gift? 
Our campaign encourages an increase in offertory because it allows individuals and families 
the opportunity to spread their giving throughout the year. 

4. Why are we beiog_asked to contribute more generously? 
You are being asked to help your parish keep pace with the increased cost of expenses and 
repairs. 

5. Are we paying an outside company money to run this campaign? 
This campaign is being run from our parish resources without involvement from an outside 
company. 

6. How much should I contribute? 
Parishioners should be guided by their own conscience. We are being asked to move to 
another level of giving. Please ask God to guide you to make as large an increase as possible. 

7. When should I start giving an increased gift? 
On Commitment Weekend October 29-30 when you return your commitment card to the 
parish. 

8. I would like to try but what if I can't keep up my new level of contributing? 
All we ask is that you give it a try. Once you begin you will find it easier than you thought. 

9. How much do I have to give? 
The answer is:_nothing. VVe don't have to_give anythjng. '~How muctu:io_ we_w.anUo give." is 
the question that grateful givers must ask. Giving as much as we can, from the heart, is a 
faithful response in gratefulness for the generous gifts God has provided. We ask that you 
prayerfully discern your decision to make a more planned, proportionate and sacrificial gift in 
support of Our Lady of Refuge's mission and ministries. 

10. What is electronic giving? 
As we change our banking practices, instead of writing checks, transfers can be made from 
your bank account to our parish bank account. If thi$ is appealing to you, you can go to our 
parish website, go to the online giving link and do it yourself. 


