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Under the protection of Our Lady of Refuge and guided by
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propagation and deepen of our faith, rooted in the
Sacraments, Sacred Scripture and Tradition of the
Catholic Church. As stewards of the Father’s Gifts, we
strive to reflect the love of Christ through the support of
our parish and in our outreach and service to others
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Mass Schedule
Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening 5:00 pm
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 am
Young at Heart Mass
First Sunday of the Month (October through May) 5:00 pm
Daily Mass Schedule
Weekdays 8:00 am Monday through Friday
(Wednesdays during school year at 8:15 am)
1st and 3rd Saturdays at 7:30 am
Holy Days
8:15 am during school, otherwise 9:00 am
5:00 pm and 7:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Also by appointment

Parish Staff
Parish Offices
M-Th: 8:45 am -5:15 pm Carol Bishop, Secretary
F: 8:45 am - 4:00 pm

Parish School

Office: (248) 682-0920
Fax: (248) 682-3794
Email: secretary@olorcc.org

Robert Pyles, Principal
Office: (248) 682-3422
Debbie Richards, Secretary
Fax: (248) 683-2265
Margie Flores-Tatem & Kimberly
Email: rpyles@olr-school.net
Wisniewski, Parents Club Co-Chairs
Mary Moriarity, Auction Chair

Business Manager

Dennis M. Haas

Office: (248) 682-0920
Mobile: (248) 207-5387
Fax: (248) 682-3794
Email: businessmanager@olorcc.org

Christian Service

Paula Dawson, Director

Office: (248) 682-4099
Email: dcs@olorcc.org

Religious Education

Bonnie Degen, Director

Office: (248) 418-7242
Email: dre@olorcc.org

Worship

Lisa Marie Blanek, Coordinator

Office: (248) 418-7212
Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Youth Ministry

Suzanne Barcewicz, Coordinator

Office: (248) 682-6381
Messages: (248) 706-3475
Email: ym@olorcc.org

Parish Liturgical Music

Christopher Borowicz, Director

Office: (248) 682-0920

Website: http://olorcc.org/
Mailing Address:
Parish Office
3725 Erie Drive
Orchard Lake, MI 48324
School
3750 Commerce Road
Orchard Lake, MI 48324

Parish Leaders
Chair and Area Representative

Gary Fiscus

Vice Chair, Stewardship Representative

Laney Henson

Secretary and Area Representative

Amy Erjavac

Area Representative

Ray Biziorek

Area and Education Representative

Jan Mittelsteadt

Area Representative

Maribeth Knight

Area Representative

Shannon Dickerson

Worship Representative

Mary Ellen Doman

Christian Service Representative

Mary Moriarity

School Representative

Kimberly Wisniewski

Youth Representative

Brandon Crawford

Vicariate Representative

Michael Blanek

Pastor

Fr. Gerald McEnhill

The Parish Leaders meet the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm in the Social Hall.
All are welcome to attend.

Amazing Parish Team
Who We Are
The Amazing Parish Team is a small group that attended the Archdiocesan sponsored training sessions in
April of 2016. The team is focused on improving the “Sunday Experience” including:


Hymns – Beginning this year we are implementing contemporary music at the Saturday evening
and Sunday 11:30 liturgies. Traditional music will be continued at the Sunday 8:00 and 9:30
liturgies.



Hospitality – We are looking to build a Culture of Joyful Ministers of the Mass. As St. Paul said,
“Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have unknowingly entertained angels.” Hebrews
13:12



Homilies – The Archdiocese has provided additional training and resources in this area.

Team Members
Father Gerald McEnhill
Suzanne Barcewicz
Meghan Harris
Walt Kreucher
Jim Whalen

Meeting Dates and Times
The team meets every other Monday.

Contact Name: Suzanne Barcewicz

Phone: (248) 682-6381

Email: ym@olorcc.org

Christian Service Commission
Who We Are
The laity, by their vocation, seek the Kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs, and by ordering them
according to the plan of God (Lumen Gentium, 31).
The Commission empowers members of the parish to fulfill the church’s mission of love, justice, freedom
and peace by communally responding to social and individual needs. This is a group of parishioners who
come together and build programs and events into our parish life that helps us to follow Christ.

Commission Leader
If you need assistance or wish to volunteer, contact Paula Dawson (248) 682-4099. Commission Chair –
Elaine Lamb (248) 363-8878 elaine.lamb@sbcglobal.net

Meeting Dates and Times
The Christian Service Commission meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month beginning at 6 pm
in the social hall.
Monthly food drives / food packing – Mary Mager
Funeral luncheons – Paula Dawson
Memorial Wreath – Paula Dawson
Hope Warming Center – Britta Ottoboni / Mary
Howes
Crossroads soup kitchen – Cindy Ciura
Poinsettias for Bereaved Families – Laura Parry
Sending sympathy cards to bereaved families –
Darlene Panian
South Oakland Shelter (S.O.S) – Betty Law
Rebuilding Together Oakland County – Ray
Bednark
Turkey Harvest Wagon – Paula Dawson

Contact Name: Paula Dawson

Phone: (248) 682-4099

Thanksgiving Food baskets for needy families –
Parish volunteers
Christmas food baskets for needy families –
Parish volunteers
Thanksgiving pies program – parishioner
donations
Adopt a Family Program – vetted through SVDP
Giving Tree – Allison Dombrowski
SVDP Bundle Days – Fritzie Mager
Walk for the Poor – SVDP
American Red Cross Blood Drive – Bronia
Maiorano / Walt Kreucher
Flu Shots – Paula Dawson
Mercy in Action – Gary Fiscus

Email: dcs@olorcc.org

Education Commission
Who We Are
We work in cooperation with the other commissions and ministries to provide meaningful, faith filled
seminars, scriptural study, and other programs.

Commission Leader
If you need additional information or have questions contact Anne Dziuba (248) 736-6486, or email
annejane15@yahoo.com

Meeting Dates and Times
We meet the first Tuesday of the month.

Contact Name: Anne Dziuba

Phone: (248) 736-6486

Email: annejane15@yahoo.com

Evangelization Committee
Who We Are
The Evangelization Committee is an official committee of the Parish Organization.
The committee serves as a catalyst for the infusion of evangelization into all aspects of the Parish work.
Evangelization is the essential mission of the Catholic Church. We foster an “Evangelization Attitude” that
is reflected in the goals, activities, and stewardship of all formal groups, committees, commissions and
parishioners.
Evangelization means bringing the good news of Jesus into every human situation, seeking to bring the
divine power of the Gospel to individuals and society. At its essence, evangelization is bringing Jesus to
people and people to Jesus.
We as Catholics must realize that evangelization is the essential mission of the Catholic Church. Christ left
the task of spreading the faith to the Church he founded. That’s us! Our challenge is to change the
culture and make God real to others. The most basic way to do this is on a one-to-one basis. This is
something that almost anyone can do. When one heart full of the love of Christ reaches out and touches
another heart, evangelization has begun. Changing someone’s heart happens in relationship.
On an organizational level, members of the Evangelization Committee bring an “Evangelization Attitude”
and "Evangelization Focus" to all of the commissions, committees and formal groups at OLR, so we can all
share the same mission. We begin at home, focusing on the re-conversion of all parish members and a
deepening of their basic love and faith in Christ.

Ministry Leader
The OLR staff Contact is Suzanne Barcewicz and the volunteer Evangelization Coordinator is Jim Whalen.
Suzanne's email address is ym@olorcc.org and her phone number is 248-418-7244. Jim's email address
is jimjwhalen@gmail.com

Meeting Dates and Times
The Evangelization Committee meets on the third Thursday of each month at 7 PM in the Parish Office.
We start with pray in the chapel at 6:45 PM. We sometimes need to move the meeting time so please
contact Suzanne or Jim if you plan to attend.
Contact Name: Suzanne Barcewicz

Phone: (248) 414-7244

Email: ym@olorcc.org

Finance Council
Who We Are
The Finance Council assists the pastor in the proper administration of the finances and material assets of
the parish, especially in regard to any strategic planning brought forth by the Parish Council.
 Facilitates the means for pastoral priorities and planning
 Monitors/Maintains parish goods
 Communicates with Parish Council on prioritizing resources to mission

Point of Contact
Contact Dennis Haas, the parish business manager at (248) 682-0920 or businessmanager@olorcc.org

Contact Name: Dennis Haas

Phone: (248) 682-0920

Email: businessmanager@olorcc.org

Stewardship Commission
Who We Are
This commission works directly with Fr. McEnhill, Parish Pastoral Council, the commissions and pastoral
staff in implementing the fundamental principles of Christian Stewards. All people have been given gifts
and talents to be shared as an essential element in every aspect of parish life.
Our Parish involvement form allows us to see what your interests and gifts are. We promise to call you and
hope to put your faith into action.

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Worship Commission
Who We Are
This commission focuses on the heart of worship and the family.
Our mission is to help you grow as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Some of the ministries that are offered are Men and Women’s Fellowship, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Faith
Pilgrimage (RCIA), Stephen Ministry, Intercessory Prayer, Hospitality Ministries including Greeters and
Ushers, Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, Readers and Altar Care.

Commission Leader
John May is the Chairman of the Worship Commission.
For more information call Lisa Marie Blanek, lblanek@olorcc.org at (248) 418-7212.

Meeting Dates and Times
The Worship Commission meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm before the Parish Leaders
Meeting.

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Adult Choir
Who We Are
We are parishioners who enjoy a love of liturgical music. Some of us are trained in music and some are
not.
If you have a talent for singing or play an instrument, we would love to have you join us.

Ministry Leader
If you are interested or have any questions please call at Christopher Borowicz at (248) 682-0920

Meeting Dates and Times
We practice Thursday evening at 7:00 in the School Music Room. We meet in the Music Room at 9:00
before singing at the 9:30 liturgy.

Contemporary Guitar Choir
Michael Tokarz and Karen Brody coordinate the music ministry for the Sunday 11:30 liturgy.
If you are interested in joining this group contact Karen (248) 681-6215 or Mike Tokarz (248) 360-1079

Contact Name: Christopher Borowicz

Phone: (248) 682-0920

Email:

CAFÉ Christ/Youth Ministry
Who We Are
CAFÉ Christ is a program built for and around high school students and offers a variety of fun, faith filled
activities.

Ministry Leader
If you are interested or have any questions please call Suzanne Barcewicz at (248) 418-7244 or email
ym@olorcc.org

Meeting Dates and Times
The youth group meets every Sunday in the Mitchell Family Life Center at 6:00 pm for dinner. The meeting
starts at 6:30 pm.

Contact Name: Suzanne Barcewicz

Phone: (248) 418-7244

Email: ym@olorcc.org

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist
Who We Are
We, as Catholics, embrace our Lord and Savior in our bare hands at each and every Mass we serve as
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist. We believe in His Divine Presence in the Eucharist and then have
an opportunity to share Him with our community as they consume His very flesh and blood. This is our
faith.

Point of Contact
If you are interested in becoming a Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist or have any questions please
call Lisa Marie Blanek at (248) 418-7212 or email lblanek@olorcc.org.

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Faith Pilgrimage (RCIA)
Who We Are
Are you:
A person who has not been baptized and would like to learn more about the Catholic faith with the
possibility of becoming Catholic?
A Baptized Christian of another denomination who would like to learn more about the Catholic Tradition
and possibly become Catholic?
A Baptized Catholic who has been away from the Catholic Church for some time and would like to come
home and receive the Sacraments?
Join our Faith Pilgrimage (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
This pilgrimage is not only a personal journey, but a parish wide experience. Your first period begins with
inquiry. All of us have questions! Here faith filled Catholics and Fr. McEnhill will guide you in the safety of
your peers on Monday’s beginning on September 19th at 7:30pm in our Parish Office.
The second period will begin a deeper experience of the life of Christ and His church incorporating our
Mass.
The third period is one of purification and enlightenment. We will celebrate with the entire church special
rites culminating at the Easter vigil. Here within the holiest of nights you will receive the Sacraments of
Initiation – Baptism, Confirmation and Communion.
The fourth period extends through the Easter Season devoted to mystagogy. During this period, we explore
the meaning of the Sacraments to those who have newly received them as they enter more fully into the
life and unity of the parish community.

Ministry Leader
If you are interested or have any questions please call Lisa Marie Blanek at 248-418-7212 or email
lblanek@olorcc.org.

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Funeral Lunch Team
Who We Are
Our Lady of Refuge will provide a funeral luncheon upon request for funerals celebrated at our parish.
Arrangements for a luncheon are made with Father McEnhill during the funeral arrangements meetings. A
72 hour notice is required.
Funeral luncheons are not provided on weekends.
Volunteers are needed for:
 setup,
 food preparation,
 serving the meal,
 cleanup
 contacting volunteers to staff the luncheon and prepare the dishes

Point of Contact
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer contact: Paula Dawson (248) 682-4099
Also see The Mass of the Resurrection page in the Sacraments section.

Contact Name: Paula Dawson

Phone: (248) 682-4099

Email: dcs@olorcc.org

Home Bound Ministry
Who We Are
If you or a family member needs a Eucharistic Minister to come to your home for a visit, or if you need a
priest to celebrate the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please call the Parish Office at 248-682-0920
ext. 1114 and your call will be directed appropriately.
We have many Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist who do not yet have an assignment who would be
honored to bring Holy Communion to you or your family member.
The other option is of course, that you would bring the Eucharist to your family member. We would be
happy to teach you and your family the proper procedure.
It is a beautiful liturgy (prayer service) that can be learned quite easily. It only requires love of you for your
family member, and a great love and respect for the Eucharist. The rest is teachable.
Don’t miss this opportunity to help your home bound family member to be in communion with the Lord and
your parish family.

Ministry Leader
If you are interested or have any questions please call Lisa Marie Blanek at (248) 418-7212 or email
lblanek@olorcc.org.
If you or a family member needs a Eucharistic Minister to come to your home for a visit, or if you need a
priest to celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please call the Parish Office at (248) 6820920 and your call will be directed appropriately.

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Knights of Columbus Council 600
Who We Are
The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic-based Fraternal Organization engaged in charity (local and global in
scope). Guided by the principles of charity, unity, and fraternity members of the Knights of Columbus work
to overcome the hardships that people face in their parishes and communities. We are a growing
organization - more than 1.9 million members - and for over 130 years have committed to overcome the
challenges of the need for food, shelter, warm clothing and financial security, as well as provide aid for
widows and orphans in our local communities.
As a Knight, you have the opportunity to strengthen your parish, give back to your community, grow in your
faith and gain exclusive access to our portfolio of top-quality insurance products to financially protect your
family. Councils conduct many programs that support your parish and community including:
 Various prayer and Eucharistic adoration programs
 Participating in the Coats for Kids and Food for Families programs
 Encouraging vocations to the priesthood and religious life
By joining your local council does not mean that you need to sacrifice quality time with your family. By
volunteering an hour here or an hour there - with your family - can make an enormous difference in your life
and in the lives of others

Point of Contact
If you are interested or have any questions please call Greg Harris at 586 719-6302

Contact Name: Paula Dawson

Phone: (248) 682-4099

Email: dcs@olorcc.org

Men and Women Fellowship
Who We Are
Join us on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month by celebrating the Saturday Mass at 7:30 AM. Each
group will then split up and open the Word preparing for the Sunday liturgy. These intimate faithful
gatherings will enhance your entire weekend experiences. All are welcome!!

Point of Contact
If you are interested or have any questions please call Lisa Marie Blanek at (248) 418-7212 or email
lblanek@olorcc.org.

Meeting Dates and Times
Join us on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month.

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Who We Are
Come join us on the first Tuesday of each month from 11 am – 1:30 pm in the Parish Office Annex. The
love of knitting and crocheting will be combined into a prayerful ministry in hopes of reaching out to those in
need of comfort and solace. All are welcome!
We regularly receive donations of materials so if you wish to participate but need start up materials we can
help with those.
We have been involved in creating prayer shawls, lap blankets, baby blankets with caps, and mittens and
hats for the poor. We create these projects with a variety of materials and methods. We pray before,
during, and after for the people that will receive these gifts of tender loving care.
If you know of someone that would appreciate one of our prayer shawls please let me know that too.
May God bless you and yours always!

Point of Contact
If you are interested or have any questions please call Lisa Marie Blanek at (248) 418-7212 or email
lblanek@olorcc.org.

Meeting Dates and Times
Come join us on the first Tuesday of each month from 11 am – 1:30 pm in the Parish Office Annex.

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Readers
Who We Are
As a reader you have an opportunity to transport our community into the life of the Bible. May we grow
through these ministries in becoming Jesus to others.
As a reader, your basic responsibility is to read selections from Scripture to the parishioners during the
Liturgy of the Word. You are not substituting for the priest; these readings are prescribed to be read by
members of the parish.

Point of Contact
If you are interested or have any questions please call Lisa Marie Blanek at (248) 418-7212 or email
lblanek@olorcc.org

Schedules
Schedules are prepared eight weeks at a time. You will be asked for your availability prior to being
scheduled.
If you cannot make your assigned Mass it is your responsibility to find a substitute. A list of readers with
their contact information will be provided.

Personal Appearance
Men should wear a coat, sweater or vest and tie. Women should wear a dress or suit. Liturgical colors are
a nice touch if you have them available.

Preparation
All readers receive a copy of “Workbook for Lectors and Gospel Readers”. You can also find a copy of the
readings on:
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/011517.cfm an audio version is available if you prefer to listen
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Who We Are
St. Vincent de Paul (1581-1660) was founder of the Congregation of the Mission, Daughters of Charity,
Confraternities of Charity, and Ladies of Charity. A man of deep faith, keen intellect, and enormous
creativity, he has become known as the "The Apostle of Charity" and "Father of the Poor." His contributions
to the training of priests and organizing parish missions and other services for the poor shaped our
Church's role in the modern world.
The Matchan Nutrition Center in Pontiac provides hot, well-balanced meals to our neighbors in need. Open
for lunch Tuesday’s and Thursday’s at 11:30 am – 1:00 pm, the Matchan Nutrition Center not only provides
a warm meal, they also offer assistance and advice such as:
 Providing Employment Leads in cooperation with Michigan Works’ Job Link Program to find
vocational and training programs leading to jobs.
 Offering a Legal Assistance Program in cooperation with the Christian Legal Aid Society.
 Offering on-site Medical Assistance, such as, blood pressure screening and other periodic medical
screening (Hep A, Hep B, tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis and pneumonia shots) and off-site dental
services through Medical & Community Partnerships.
 Offering clothing, such as, winter coats, blankets, socks, and much more in addition to the SVdP
Clothing Vouchers for use in the stores.
 Offering a spiritual but realistic environment through Bible classes and hosting young men in the
Permanent Diaconate Program and seminarians from SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary.

Point of Contact
For more information contact Doug Mc Kune at (248) 252-2692 or (248) 681-7296.

Contact Name: Paula Dawson

Phone: (248) 682-4099

Email: dcs@olorcc.org

Stephen Ministry
Who We Are
Are you going through a difficult time?
God never intended for us to go through these experiences alone. That’s why God has brought us together
as a congregation—and why we have Stephen Ministry.
Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who have received 50 hours of training to minister to
people experiencing a crisis or going through a difficult time in life. Stephen Ministers listen, care,
encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual support to people going through a crisis or a difficult time.
This support is provided with compassion, and total confidentiality.
Every week for about one hour, a Stephen Minister will meet with you—-privately and confidentially—to
listen, care, encourage, support, and reflect Christ’s presence in your life.

Who Might Benefit
Anyone who is a caregiver or might be experiencing challenges in life such as grief, loneliness, divorce,
hospitalization, disability, job loss, and other life difficulties may benefit.

Point of Contact
If you would like to learn more about Stephen Ministry for yourself or someone else, contact our pastor
(248) 682-0920 or Suzanne at (248) 418-7244.

Meeting Dates and Times
We work out a suitable schedule to fit your needs.

Contact Name: Suzanne Barcewicz

Phone: (248) 418-7244

Email: ym@olorcc.org

Ushers and Greeters
(aka Hospitality Ministry)
Who We Are
One of our goals in Worship is always to invite as many people as we can to get involved in the Sunday
Experience.
Because Ushers are also Greeters and helpers, these two ministries are our first line of Evangelization.
What do we mean by that, you say? How can you evangelize folks that are already coming to Sacred
Liturgy on Sunday?
How many times do we hear, “I don’t get anything out of Mass”? Well, maybe one of our jobs, if we
ourselves do get something out of Holy Mass, is to help prepare people to be open to receive all the graces
and gifts our Lord has to give us in the Mass.
One of the easiest ways we have found to do that is to make people feel from the first moment they come
through the door, that we are glad they are part of our parish family.
Having someone right there as they come in, smiling and happy, ready to say hello, is a powerful
evangelization of the Word of God.
So consider that maybe Our Lord is calling you to either of these ministries, and say “yes” if you are asked.

Ministry Leader
If you are interested in becoming an usher or greeter contact Lisa Marie Blanek (248) 418-7212 or
lblanek@olorcc.org

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Events
This section contains a one page description of each parish event. (This could be the event flyer).
The description will include the event leader, the location of the event, and a point of contact will be
designated along with an email or phone number. The events will be inserted in chronological order.
Tabs will separate each month. Old events will be purged. Extra copies will be available for distribution.
Events will also be posted on the bulletin boards.

Parish Blood Drives
Sunday April 2th 2017
Sunday October 29nd 2017

Blood Drives are held in the Social Hall
Sign up online using the Sponsor code: OLRC
Signup sheets will be available in the Hospitality Center two weeks before each blood drive

For additional information contact: Bronia Maiorano Phone: (248) 779-7673

Contact Name: Paula Dawson

Phone: (248) 682-4099

Email: broniarm@yahoo.com

Email: dcs@olorcc.org

Sacraments
The Information center will also include pamphlets that will describe such things as the parish process for
the sacrament of Baptism, preparing for the sacrament of Marriage, arranging for a Mass of the
Resurrection, becoming a Parish Member, and other items parishioners might need.
Multiple copies of all pamphlets will be available.
A physical copy will be kept in the information center located in the social hall. A digital copy of the binder
and the pamphlets will be posted on the parish website.

Sacrament of Baptism
Congratulations on Your New Child
Baptism is the public celebration of the beginning of life in the Church. At the celebration of Baptism,
parents publicly affirm their decision to raise their child in the faith of the church. To make arrangements for
your infant to be baptized, please contact the Parish Office.
Parents and God Parents will need to attend the preparation class, so please meet with Father as soon as
possible to be on the schedule.
Baptisms occur once a month. Please call the Parish Office well in advance to schedule your child’s
Baptism with Fr. McEnhill.

What to Do First
Contact Father McEnhill (248) 682-0920 and set up an appointment

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

First Communion and First Reconciliation
Preparation Guidelines
Preparation for First Reconciliation and First Communion is a two year program that begins in First Grade.
● Registration begins in April for the following School year.
● Classes begin the first weekend in October.

What to Do First
Please Contact the Religious Education Department for additional information (248) 418-7242.

Contact Name: Bonnie Degen

Phone: (248) 418-7242

Email: dre@olorcc.org

Sacrament of Confirmation
Preparation
Preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation is conducted in the fall for students in the ninth grade.

What to Do First
Please Contact the Religious Education Department for additional information (248) 418-7242.

Contact Name: Bonnie Degen

Phone: (248) 418-7242

Email: dre@olorcc.org

Sacrament of Marriage
Congratulations on Your Engagement
Now that you are engaged to be married you are no doubt faced with many decisions. One of the most
important is the decision to receive the graces available through the Sacrament of Marriage.
Don’t worry; we are here to help you with the process.
Begin the planning steps as early as possible. There are documents that are required; locating
them can take time. And of course, it is critical to coordinate the availability of the critical venues and
participants.
Give thought to the Liturgy; the readings you want, the liturgical music to enhance your special occasion.
We can help with this part and offer suggestions.
You are free to bring in your own vocalist and musicians. We just need to know your plans.
Our Lady of Refuge uses the FOCCUS (Facilitate Open, Caring Communication, Understanding and
Study) pre-marriage inventory to help to prepare couples for marriage by facilitating a structured discussion
of the important issues that they may face in married life.
This process also includes three or four meetings with a marriage prep couple.
We wish you the best with what will be a memorable time in your life and we want to assist you in any way
we can.

What to Do First
Contact Father McEnhill (248) 682-0920 and set up an appointment
 Fill out the FOCCUS© Pre-marriage Inventory. This inventory will facilitate a discussion on critical
issues between you and your future spouse as part of the marriage prep process. (copies can be
obtained in the Parish Office)
 Contact Lisa Marie Blanek (lblanek@olorcc.org), She will assign a married couple to mentor you in
the marriage prep process.
 Meet with Marriage Prep Couple 3 – 5 times

Options if One Party is Not a Baptized Catholic
The Sacrament of Marriage is generally reserved for two baptized Catholics.
If one party is not a baptized Catholic, Father can explain the options. It may still be possible to get married
in the Church.

Alternative Venues
Although we are more than happy to host your special ceremony here, we understand that sometimes
couples prefer other meaningful venues:
 We encourage you to meet with Father McEnhill. It may be necessary to get his approval.
 We strongly encourage you to also meet with the priest of your choice who will perform the
ceremony, to avail yourself of the FOCCUS© Pre-marriage Inventory and to meet with a Marriage
Prep Couple

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
Sacrament is by Appointment
If you need a priest to celebrate the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please call the Parish Office at
(248) 418-7212 and your call will be directed appropriately.
The parish also offers an anointing service once per year usually in the fall. An announcement of the next
date will appear in the parish bulletin.

What to Do First
Contact Lisa Marie Blanek or Father McEnhill (248) 682-0920 and arrangements will be made.

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Mass of the Resurrection
Our Condolences on the Loss of a Loved One
The loss of a loved one can be an emotional time and we will do our best to assist you in this difficult time.
Any baptized Catholic can be buried from the Church, those who have been most faithful in the practice
and those who have been less faithful or separated from the Church, through illness, distance or special
circumstances.
Non-Catholic members of a parishioner’s family may be buried from the Church unless it was contrary to
their wishes during their life. Catechumens who are in the process of the Rite of Christian Initiation are also
to be buried from the Church. Children are honored with Christian burial if the parents intended for the
child to be baptized but the child died prior to baptism. Unless there was some indication of repentance
prior to their death, funerals would only be denied to apostates, heretics and schismatics, and those who
are such notorious sinners that providing the funeral rites would cause scandal.
A Funeral Mass can be celebrated any day except on Holy Days of Obligation, Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter and the Sundays of the Advent, Lent and Easter seasons. On these
prohibited days, the funeral liturgy outside of Mass, without the distribution of communion, is permitted
followed by the Rite of Committal. In this circumstance, a Memorial Mass for the deceased may be
celebrated later at the convenience of the family and local parish.
Contact the Parish Office at (248) 418-7212 and your call will be directed appropriately.

What to Do First
If a person dies unexpectedly at home, the local public safety department must be called first. If a person is
under hospice care, the hospice nurse should be called first and they will then help you with the
subsequent procedures. Funeral directors specialize in serving the needs of families at the time of death
and will also assist in the notification of the pertinent people or agencies. The parish may be called directly
by the family or left to the funeral director to make the contact. After the parish is notified and has
confirmed the day and time of the funeral, the family will most likely be asked to come to the parish in order
to collect further information regarding the deceased and begin to plan the funeral rites. It also gives the
parish the opportunity to offer their sympathy through their bereavement ministry.
Contact Lisa Marie Blanek or Father McEnhill (248) 682-0920 and arrangements will be made.

Contact Name: Lisa Marie Blanek

Phone: (248) 418-7212

Email: lblanek@olorcc.org

Frequently Asked Questions
1. Where are the bathrooms?
There are bathrooms in the narthex on the right of the doors before you enter the church. There is
another set in the social hall off to the left of the narthex, through the glass doors.
2. Why are the bathrooms near in the narthex out of order and when will they re-open?
The bathrooms are being renovated and should reopen by Lent.
3. I need financial help, who can I talk to?
Contact Paula Dawson, (248) 682-4099
4. Where does money put into the poor boxes go?
Money in the poor box is allocated to the St. Vincent de Paul society and volunteer members of our
parish allocate it to people within our parish boundaries who need financial help, following a formal
review process.
5. I would like to request prayers for a person or special intention, how do I do that?
Prayer requests can be added to the “Prayer Jar” at any time. Fill out a request and place it in the
jar on the pedestal next to the statue of Our Lady of Refuge in the narthex.
Mass Intentions are available every day for our morning weekday Masses and on the weekends.
Mass cards are available to let the families know that they are being thought of and prayed for at
Mass. Contact Carol Bishop in the parish office, (248) 682-0920 if you wish to have a Mass said for
someone.
On the first Tuesday night of the month at 7pm in the Church, we have Intercessory Prayer Night.
6. Where are the bulletins?
Bulletins are available on the shelf to the right of the exit doors.
7. How do I get something put into the bulletin?
Contact Carol Bishop in the parish office, (248) 682-0920

Parish Registration
If you are new to our area or never got around to registering, Father would be happy to meet with you and
take care of this.
Registering in a parish is a declaration of your desire to be part of a Catholic community and to make a
commitment to the life of the community of Our Lady of Refuge.
Being a registered parishioner makes the process much easier when it is time for baptisms, Faith
Formation registration, weddings, when asked to be a baptismal or Confirmation sponsor, and even
funerals.
In order to register as a member of the parish, Father McEnhill would like to personally meet with you and
give you a welcome packet. The easiest way to do this is to see him after any of the weekend Masses. It
only takes a few moments.
If there are any questions, concerns, or special needs that you may have see Father after Mass.

Volunteer Sign up Forms
We have many activities and ministries that serve our parish and its members. If you are interested in
volunteering for an activity please fill out the form and leave it with the Hospitality Coordinator. Someone
will get in contact with you.

Parish Calendar

